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PARK PLACE OF ELMHURST

Happy 250th 
Birthday, America!

God has poured out His 
blessings on us as a 
nation for 250 years! We 
are so thankful for the 
freedoms we enjoy.

You may remember 
the paintings Norman 
Rockwell created 

depicting the “Four Freedoms”: Freedom of 
Speech, Freedom of Worship, Freedom from 
Want, and Freedom from Fear. It can be easy to 
take these freedoms for granted, but they are 
truly a gift from God.

Perhaps you have traveled throughout our 
country and witnessed not only its beauty, but 
also its vast resources. We are unlike any other 
nation in the world. We pray that God will lead 
us to use these resources wisely.

As we celebrate this special anniversary, we 
also give thanks for the many men and women 
who have sacrificed so much while serving in 
our Armed Forces throughout the years. Many 
have made the ultimate sacrifice, giving their 
lives so that we might live in freedom.

Our prayer is that the great legacy of our 
country will be passed on to future generations 
so they may continue to enjoy the blessings 
we have experienced. Take a moment to say a 
special prayer of thanksgiving today.

God Bless America!

A NOTE OF THANKS
As many of you have heard, my wife and I will 
soon be moving to Mesa, Arizona. As a result, 
my last day here at Park Place will be July 16.

Life at Park Place of Elmhurst
A Message from Chaplain Gerry Erffmeyer

Words cannot begin to express what a 
blessing it has been to serve as Chaplain at 
Park Place over the past 13 years. We have 
laughed together, cried together, supported 
one another through difficult times, and grown 
together in our love for God.

You have been there for me and my family, 
and I have been privileged to be there for you 
during your times of need. I pray that a new 
Chaplain will soon be found to continue serving 
this wonderful community.

God bless you all!

Faith and Fellowship
Bible Study
Tuesdays: Creation Studio at 10:45 a.m.

July 7: 10 Men of the Bible (3) Jacob

July 14: 10 Men of the Bible (4) Moses

Worship Services
Thursdays: Community Room at 2:00 p.m.

July 1: Patriotic Service 

Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 

Courtyard/Patio

July 9: Communion Service 
Message: “The Fruit of the Spirit: 

(3) Peace”

July 16: Guest Speaker: Austin Zielstra
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Spotlight Events at Park Place
14th Annual 
Patriotic 
Celebration 
Wednesday, July 1 
10:00 a.m., Courtyard 

Chaplain Gerry and Daniel 
Ziesmer invite you to 
the 14th annual Patriotic 

Celebration in the Courtyard. Please wear Red, 
White, and Blue! Flags will also be provided. 
A cool treat will be given out following the 
program. The rain date for this event will be the 
following day- Thursday, July 2. 

Please note, there will be no Worship Service 
on Thursday, July 2 at 2:00 p.m.

American Made
Wednesday, July 1 
2:00 p.m., Living Room

Join fellow residents as we continue to 
celebrate America’s 250th Birthday. Carlyn 
Lloyd on flute and Jon Warfel at the piano will 
present their most patriotic program, “American 
Made.” This concert has music of the Capitol 
City, old American songs, Gershwin, Copland, 
and a salute to the Armed Forces. We know you 
will enjoy this exceptional performance.

Entertainment:  
Jack Pals on the Accordion
Thursday, July 2 
2:00 p.m., Courtyard/Patio

Join fellow residents on the Patio for a fun 
afternoon of Accordion music and singing. If the 
weather does not support this event, we will 
meet in the living room. Let’s keep our America 
250 party going!

Celebration Brass perform 
for America’s 250th!
Thursday, July 2 
6:30 p.m., Courtyard

Celebration Brass will bring excitement with a 
lively mix of Patriotic favorites and Americana 
classics. All we need is you! Celebration Brass 
will fill the air with music that will lift your spirits, 
stir your pride, and get you singing along as we 
celebrate America’s 250th birthday. 

What a great time to be alive as we pay tribute 
to our Nation and to those who have come 
before us, paving the way for the freedoms we 
cherish today. Sit back, get ready to enjoy an 
unforgettable musical celebration of patriotism, 
community, and the American spirit! Come 
dressed in your best Red, White, and Blue!

4th of July Buffet
Saturday, July 4

There will be a midday Holiday Buffet in 
the Dining Room. The Dining Service team 
kindly asks you to make a reservation. 
Seating times are as follows:

• 11:00 a.m.

• 11:30 a.m.

Where to make reservations: If you wish 
to make reservations, RSVP to the Dining 
Room’s extension at 10010.

Max capacity per table: We can 
accommodate up to 10 people per table.

Please note: The Bistro will be open  
only for breakfast during the regular  
hours of 7:00–9:30 a.m. There will be 
no dinner service from 4:00–6:30 p.m. 
provided this evening.

• 12:15 p.m.

• 12:45 p.m.
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Coffee in the 
Garden 
Tuesday, July 7 
9:30 a.m., Park Place 
Individual Gardens  
and Gilead Garden 

Walk over to the individual garden areas 
on Prospect Avenue to admire the gardens 
planted and tended by residents and families 
here at Park Place. There will also be a special 
tour of the Gilead Garden offered as part of  
this event. Refreshments and light pastries  
will be served. 

Entertainment:  
Pianist, Solomon Rodgers
Wednesday, July 8 
2:00 p.m., Living Room

We are very grateful to welcome Solomon 
Rodgers, the grandson of resident Arnetta 
Rodgers, to Park Place. Solomon is a rising 
senior at Saint Ignatius College Prep. He is a 
National Honors Society and National Spanish 
Honors Society member.

Solomon co-founded the Saint Ignatius 
Music Club, which explores music as both an 
emotional experience and an art form, and 
serves as an Arrupe Program mentor helping 
freshmen find their footing in the school 
community. 

His passion for music extends well beyond the 
classroom. He co-founded Notes 4 U, bringing 
live performances to senior living homes and 
audiences facing some of life's challenges. 

A lifelong Pianist and music enthusiast, 
Solomon is also an active community servant 
through Jack and Jill of America and hunger-
relief work with Beyond Hunger, reflecting his 
dedication to leadership, creativity, and giving 
back.

We hope you enjoy this wonderful program he 
has arranged for all of us this afternoon. Enjoy!

New Philharmonic  
at the MAC
Thursday, July 9 
6:45 p.m., Main Entrance

Under the direction of Maestro Kirk Muspratt, 
enjoy an inspiring evening of orchestral music. 
This free outdoor concert at the College of 
DuPage was so enjoyable last year, we wanted 
to offer it again. We can accommodate 10-12 
residents. Please pack 
a bag with your favorite 
snacks and drinks to 
make the evening more 
enjoyable. 

Kindly RSVP with the 
Concierge by  
Wednesday, July 8.

Friday Shopping Trip:  
The Shops at Oak Brook 
Friday, July 10 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Main Entrance

The Shops at Oak Brook boast an impressive 
array of retailers from apparel to home décor. 
From brand-name bargains at Nordstrom Rack 
to the latest in footwear at DSW to the newest 
beauty trends at Ulta, updating your personal 
style is easily done. Interested in sprucing up 
your living space as well? Visit World Market 
for treasures from around the globe or TJ Maxx 
to update your home décor with the latest in 
design. 

Here you will also find the only Chicagoland 
location of Uncharted, retail’s hottest new 
concept featuring the trendiest fashion, 
accessories, and more. Popular retailers Old 
Navy and Nike round out the mix here along 
22nd Street. We encourage our residents to 
head to a store they would like to check out 
and bring a friend to join!

Please sign up with the Concierge; the bus 
will depart at 10 am and return promptly at  
12:00 p.m. for the lunch hour.
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Welcome Reception 
Friday, July 10  
3:00 p.m., Bistro 

Please welcome the new residents of Park 
Place. Wine, soft drinks, and hors d’oeuvres will 
be served.

Watercolor Class with Gail
Tuesday, July 14 
1:00 p.m., Creation Studio

Join fellow residents for an afternoon 
watercolor class. You do not have to be an artist 
to learn new skills such as watercolor painting. 
We all start as beginner artists and gain 
knowledge over time. Gail is back this month to 
instruct another watercolor class.

There are 14 spots available for this class. 
Please sign up early, as spots fill up very 
quickly.

Birthday Luncheon 
Thursday, July 16  
12:00 p.m., Dining Room 

Today, you deserve a celebration for all the 
joy you bring into the world. There are many 
precious things in life, but few are as special 
as you! We invite those with a July birthday to 
lunch in our Dining Room as we celebrate and 
wish you all a Happy Birthday. 

Kindly RSVP with the Concierge by  
Thursday, July 9.

Curiosity University: 
The Bill of Rights
Friday, July 17 
1:00 p.m., Community Room

Learn why James Madison drafted them, how 
his contemporaries understood them, and why 
they had little impact on American life until the 
1930s is a story worth telling.

The two 18th-century documents that best 
express American ideals are the Declaration 
of Independence and the Bill of Rights. In their 
own time, however, the former fared far better 
than the latter. 

Join Michael Harrington to listen to a Curiosity 
University lecture on the Bill of Rights, which is 
given by Carol Berkin, Presidential Professor of 
History at Baruch College and a member of the 
history faculty of the Graduate Center of CUNY.

All are welcome to attend.

Park Place  
Book Discussion
The Berry Pickers 
by Amanda Peters

Saturday, July 11 
3:00 p.m., Providence Dining Room

July 1962. Following in the tradition of 
Indigenous workers from Nova Scotia, a 
Mi’kmaq family arrives in Maine to pick 
blueberries for the summer. Weeks later, 
four-year-old Ruthie, the family’s youngest 
child, vanishes. She is last seen by her 
six-year-old brother, Joe, sitting on a 
favorite rock at the edge of a berry field. 
Joe will remain distraught by his sister’s 
disappearance for years to come.

In Maine, a young girl named Norma 
grows up as the only child of an affluent 
family. Her father is emotionally distant, her 
mother frustratingly overprotective. Norma 
is often troubled by recurring dreams and 
visions that seem more like memories than 
imagination. As she grows older, Norma 
slowly comes to realize there is something 
her parents aren’t 
telling her. Unwilling to 
abandon her intuition, 
she will spend decades 
trying to uncover this 
family secret.

All are welcome to 
attend the Park Place 
Book Discussion
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Ice Cream Social 
Sponsored by Judson  
Baptist Church
Saturday, July 18 
12:30 p.m., Patio

The ladies’ group from Judson Baptist asked 
if they could come out to Park Place for 
fellowship and to serve ice cream treats. They 
might even share a few songs. This request 
came from a fellow church member in our 
Healthcare Center. They have heard wonderful 
things about Park Place. This is a very casual 
gathering for anyone interested in joining us for 
a lovely summer afternoon on the Patio. 

Drury Lane 
Presents: 
Nunsense
Thursday, July 23 
12:30 p.m., Main Entrance

Join fellow residents for a 
divine extravaganza! Get 
ready to laugh the summer 
away with nuns from the 
Little Sisters of Hoboken. 

This beloved revue will have you in stitches as 
the five sisters stage a variety show fundraiser 
filled with outrageous musical numbers and 
zany comedy.

Content Advisory: None 

Run Time: 2 hours including a 20-minute 

intermission

Kindly fill out a RSVP form located at the 
Concierge desk by July 13. Ten tickets are 
available, and you will see your ticket $50 
reflected on your monthly billing cycle.

Crafts for Veterans
Tuesday, July 21 & 28 
2:00 p.m., Creation Studio

Join Melissa for a unique crafting experience. 
We have been gifted a few boxes of handmade 
craft kits for Veterans. We can make crafts 
in our new Creation Studio space on select 
Tuesdays during “Crafternoons”. Let’s get 
crafting for a cause. See you there! 

Lunch Outing: Kona Grill
Friday, July 24 
12:30 p.m., Main Entrance

Join us for a “Power Lunch” at the Kona Grill. 
This 3-course meal is available for $19 and 
includes a starter, a main course, and a brownie 
(an alternative option is available if allergic).

Kindly RSVP with the Concierge by 
Wednesday, July 22. For a copy of the lunch 
menu items please stop by Stephanie's desk 
in the Administration Office on the 2nd floor. 

Trip to Elmhurst Library
Friday, July 31 
12:45 p.m., Main Entrance

Please take advantage of this afternoon trip to 
the Elmhurst Library. If you are new to the area 
and would like to get your library card, this is 
the perfect opportunity. Also, take the time to 
visit our fellow resident, Jim Burch’s art exhibit, 
located on the second floor in non-fiction.

Kindly sign up with the Concierge by  
Thursday, July 30.

Family Night
Saturday, August 1 
6:00-8:00 p.m. Courtyard

Invite your family for a fun-filled evening of Mini 
Golf, Music, and Fellowship. Enjoy the best of 
summertime with the ones you love. We will 
have a family friendly food selection and treats 
available. An official flier will be sent out after 
July 4th.
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Park Place Announcements

The Park Place family extends  

its heartfelt July birthday greetings 

to Bernard E., Carol L., Elaine S.,  

Paul D., Carl S., Judy M., Arnetta R., 

Roger M., Barbara K., Mary M.,  

Maria A., Dale M., Dorothy S.,  

and Samuel W.

The Card Room 
Renovation Plan
We anticipate starting the renovation 
of the card room following the July 4th 
Holiday Weekend. To prepare for the 
renovation, we will adjust the layout of 
the Club Room to add more tables and 
seating for our regular social game groups 
that normally meet in the card room. We 
expect to accommodate most of the 
groups in the club room. The creation 
studio will be an alternate space in the 
evenings and weekends. The rooms will be 
moved by Tuesday, June 30.

All changes will be noted in your monthly 
calendars. 

As stated by Joe X. in the most recent 
residents’ council meeting, the renovation 
is anticipated to last 45 days from start to 
finish. That makes mid-August our goal. 
The Club Room will not immediately 
follow, but you will have plenty of 
notification. 

Room Rentals
Residents who plan to rent rooms for 
events on the 2nd floor should contact 
Melissa Straube. During the renovation 
process of the Card and Club Room, we 
will not be able to use those spaces for 
events.

Please do not request these spaces until 
they are finished and released back to Park 
Place for use. 

Park Place Reviews
Do you follow Park Place of Elmhurst?

You can find us on Facebook and Google. 
You and your family can use these social 
media accounts to see pictures from 
recent events or calendar reminders of 
upcoming events. 

You can also share your positive 
experiences with others and help spread 
the word about Park Place. Our goal is 
to increase our followers and have more 
5-star ratings!
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Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame 
Sunday, September 27 
12:00 p.m., Main Entrance

Park Place has 20 tickets available for the 
last White Sox Game of the season. This is 
a great opportunity to see a Major League 
Baseball game and celebrate as the White 
Sox hopefully go on into the postseason.

We are very excited to offer you this 
opportunity for just the cost of the ticket 
($40). We will be on the 1st base line in the 
back of Section 121 back for easy access. 
We will have ADA seating if needed. 
Transportation has been arranged for 
every ticket holder.

Kindly complete a RSVP form which 
can be found at the Concierge desk. 
The ticket cost is 
$40 charged to your 
September bill. 
Registration starts on 
Wednesday, July 1.

Let’s Go White Sox! 

Hallmark
of Caring

Congratulations to our 2026 
Hallmark of Caring Honorees!

• Edwin Carrasco, Dining Server

• Don Deckert, Maintenance Tech

• Beth Harrington, Bistro Attendant

• Jim Ladd, Transportation

• Cynthia Lomeli, Dining Server

• Pepe Ortega, Manager, Dining Services

• Therese O’Reilly, IL Concierge

• Isaly Rehman, CNA, AL

• Maria Salazar, Housekeeping

• Pablo Silva, Cook, Dining Services

• Lewis Smith, Janitorial

• Indre Sutkute, RN, WHCC

Thank you for helping us recognize the 
team members who make a meaningful 
difference in our community each day 
through their compassion, dedication, and 
exceptional service to enhance the lives of 
those we serve.

Celebration Accounts
As summer approaches, we’d like to 

remind you of the many ways you can 
participate and stay connected to 

your salon experiences through our 
community’s salon partner, PS Salon & 
Spa, and the online Celebration Portal!

https://www.salonps.com/celebration.html
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ParkPlaceElmhurstFoundation.org

  Park Place of Elmhurst is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization  

Inaugural Annual Appeal
All are invited to be part of something deeply meaningful for our community: The Park Place 
Foundation’s Inaugural Annual Appeal. As a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) charitable lifecare community, 
we are committed to making sure every resident and staff member feels supported, valued,  
and secure. 

To help carry that mission forward, we have established five Core Funds:
1. Benevolence Fund

2. Employee Fund

3. Capital Projects Fund

Detailed information about these funds can be found in the annual appeal letter sent to you.

As a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, Park Place depends on philanthropic support to 
strengthen and sustain our community. Your tax-deductible gift is more than a donation—it is an 
expression of care for the home we share and for the people who fill it with kindness, service, 
and friendship. 

Will you please join us in caring for the future of Park Place? All donations remain at Park Place 
according to your wishes. You may place checks in the mailroom payment box or drop them 
off at the foundation office or administration office. You may also donate online through the 
Foundation page on the Park Place of Elmhurst website at Parkplaceelmhurstfoundation.org.

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?

Ready to learn more about how you can support Park Place of Elmhurst Foundation?  

Please contact Beth McGowan Welch with questions or funding ideas. Beth can be reached at 

(630) 936-4447 or emailing bethw@ppoefoundation.org. Thank you for your support!

4. Programming Fund

5.  Chaplaincy Fund 

https://parkplaceelmhurst.com/donate/
mailto:bethw%40ppoefoundation.org?subject=

